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this view; but the truth is the whole affair originated with
Izvolski, while Charykov was made the scapegoat, and
recalled when it failed. This seems to be the conclusion to
be drawn from the more recent material available on this
interesting incident.107
On learning of Italy's intended action, Izvolski imme-
diately wrote to Neratov on September 26, recalling the
Racconigi secret agreement, rejoicing in the embarrassment
which Italy would cause for Germany and the Triple Alli-
ance, and urging that the moment had come "to draw the
greatest possible advantages for our own interests from the
approaching events." Now was the time, while Turkey
was weakened by war with Italy, to force the Young Turks
to settle such questions as the railways in Asia Minor, the
Turco-Persian boundary, and above all the question of the
Straits.
Izvolski at once saw Tittoni at Paris, "to remind him
of the conditions on which we promised on our side to
recognize Italy's freedom to action in Tripoli," and to beg
him that "Italy, at the moment when she was proceeding
to carry out her program in Tripoli, should give us assur-
ances in return that she would nut forget in the future to
fulfill the parallel obligations undertaken by her in regard
to our rights to the Turkish Straits/3 Tittoni answered
affirmatively and promised Izvolski precise written assur-
ances.108 Having written to Neratov initiating a revival of
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